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Editor’s Column

The blast of knowledge at the universal hut due to scientific dynamics has without
doubt redefined the very concept of new Era. The main set-up of education especially higher
education-has become a subject of study and scrutiny for the scholars and practitioners who
have a hunger desire to face change and challenges. It is because we, the creature beings, are

brilliant with the faculty of option and a liberated will.

Unlike other type, we are not planned. We can make choices and use our free will to
act and get our objectives. Inequities in learning opportunities, quality of educational military
and level of learning success persist by gender, rural/town locality, ethnic backdrop, and

socioeconomic status.

The quality of education and the aptitude to define and monitor this quality is absent
in most upward countries. The means and span of education continue to be fine and curbed to
past models of delivery, and the use of other channels continues to be informal and
subsidiary. The increase in quantitative and qualitative demand for education is not in step by

an raise in funds.

At this point in time, it is safe to situation that the split of views on the risk of change
is marvelous. We, the publishers of Research Genius E Journal, are very much eager to view
some aspect of these changes through academic article contributed by impressive scholar and
social group. The nearby issue contains papers with decisive coming and scrutiny as well as
orderly argument and reflection on various theme of language, prose, information technology,
commerce and so on. We trust this will positively be helpful for the community who desire

transform.

Chief-Editor

Dr. Sudhir G. Joshi
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Effect of Biometric System as an Integration of Technology
on Classroom Management

Investigator
Dr. Hareshkumar M. Patel
Professor & Head,
Shree K.H.Patel M.Ed. Institute, Modasa.Di.Arvalli

ABSTRACT

Biometrics, an advance technology designed for automated recognition of humans using
physiological or behavioral characteristics, is much used in classroom. This research aimed at
studying the students’ awareness of Biometric technology system. It even focused on knowing
the effect of awareness towards biometric technology system on its application. In the present
study 40 postgraduate students and 50 students of professional courses from North Gujarat
University randomly were chosen from the faculties where Biometric technology system was
used. Four-phase process was carried out. Self-made tools i.e. Biometric Technology
Questionnaire and Biometric Technological System Inventory were used to procure data related
to awareness of Biometric Technology System and application of Biometric Technology,
respectively. The findings revealed low awareness of physical features and working nature of
Biometric Technological system. Yet the awareness of biometric technological system did not

have any effect on its usage.
INTRODUCATION

Classroom Management is the act of managing the ensure avoidance of stressful and non
educational situations so that students learn topics and subjects effectively. Classroom
management ensures that students are provided with the correct educational tools and a calm
environment in which to learn.

Therefore the study on implementation of biometric system In a technology- based
attendance system can support recent movements in enhancing student attendance and improving
performance outcomes. Thereby Biometric technology is a means for classroom management for
students and the study on integrating this type of technology significantly can influence strategy-
based research on individual and group student attendance in university classrooms. A

technology-based attendance based on biometric system can introduce a competitive
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environment among students’ of different subject classrooms. As such, the investigators chose to

work on this theme.
KEY WORDS
Effect, Biometric System, Technology, Classroom Management.

OBJECTIVES

e To study the awareness of biometric system among graduate students and post graduate
students of B.ed. Course.

e To study the applicability of biometric system among graduate students and post graduate
students of B.ed. Course.

e To compare the awareness of biometric technology system among graduate students and

post graduate students of B.Ed. Course.
HYPOTHESES

There will be no awareness of biometric technological system among graduate students
and post graduate students of B.Ed. Course.
e There will be no applicability of biometric technological system among graduate students
and post graduate students of B.Ed. Course.
e The awareness of biometric technological system among graduate students and post

graduate students of B.Ed. Course.
METHODOLOGY

“Effect of Biometric System as an Integration of Technology on Classroom
Management” was conducted in four phases. In the first phase, Biometric Technological System
and its components were studied Book, journal and Internet and through various sources other
than Biometric System Physical features and its operation were explored.

In the second phase, information related to Biometric system faculties operating
Biometric system was distinguished. Thereafter, the students of graduate students and
postgraduate students of B.Ed. course were selected.In the third phase the required tools for the
study were constructed. Primarily Biometric Awareness Questionnaire was designed according
to the components of Biometric system and its functioning.The fourth phase included

implementation of tool discipline wise, its collection and data analysis.
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TOOL:-

The variables to be assessed in this study were Awareness and Functioning of Biometric
System and classroom Management. For assessing these variables self prepared tools Biometric
Awareness Questionnaire and Biometric Technological System Inventory were designed.

DATA ANALYSIS

In the present study, for analyzing the data, the following statistical techniques were used.
e The awareness of working of Biometric Technological among graduate students and
postgraduate students of B.Ed. course was analyzed through M.S.D. and C.V.
e The Applicability of Biometric Technological System among graduate students and
postgraduate students of B.ED. Course was analyzed through M.S.D. and C.V.
e The Mean score of awareness of Biometric System amongst graduate students and
postgraduate students belonging to B.Ed. course students were analyzed through

correlated t-test.
FINDINGS

e Biometric technology system was known to students of B.Ed. courses and graduate
students and postgraduate students.

e Graduate students and postgraduate students as well as students of B.Ed. course were not
much aware of the physical feature or the working nature of the biometric technological
system.

e The students of B.Ed. courses as well as graduate students and postgraduate students
were well-versed in the applicability of biometric technology system.

CONCLUSION

The present study was conducted to know the ‘Effect of Biometric System as an
Integration of Technology on Classroom Management’ In recent year such technology has
gained wide recognition and academic acceptance. Therefore this study has wide implications for
teachers, students and administrators. The study also contributes to the direction of
administrators providing awareness and applicability of biometric system. Thereby the
administration can induce awareness of biometric system in their institutions/organizations for
maintenance of the technology to benefit the members, which will help in the strengthening of

the management.
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Awareness among students concerning the usefulness of the internet in
academic, learning and research: An exploratory study of Shri S. K. Shah
&Shri Krishna O.M. Art College, Modasa

Dr. M. A Kathiyara
Head of the Department of Psychology, Shri S. K. Shah &Shri Krishna O M Art College
Modasa.
And

Dr. Minaxi

Assistant Professor
School of Library and Information Science, Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar

Introduction

Information Communication Technology has been changing the scenario of the entire world incurred
academic system specifically teaching-teacher and learning-learner. Today’s teachers are enabled to teach
in a SMART classroom, Blended Classroom, Flip Classroom, and physical contact classroom, but the
ICT has been transforming into particles and merging with all categories of the classroom. Therefore,
today’s education can not be completed without ICT. A teacher and learner both are using small devices
like mobile, pen drives, earphones, recording applications, video applications, etc., in the classroom for
succeeding in academic different objectives. The Corona Pandemic 2019 had proven the fair use of ICT
applications in educational organizations. ICT era has been believed to start from 1450-1840 in the
developed country while the 1960 decade has been believed to be its entry into India. 2001 is the year that
recognizes the ICT to all educated and non-educated Indians by crossing the wealth and poverty line.
Hence, the basic application of small devices is knowing maximum people while the academic fare use is
still required to teach to learners while it advances configuration to both the teachers and learner, so the

research activity would grow more.

Here, researchers conducted a survey among students of S. K. Shah and Shrikrishn O M Art college of
Modasa, Gujarat. Here, basically, the Psychology, History, regional and Indian languages, Economics,
and Home Science disciplines are functioning at undergraduate, post-graduate, and doctoral levels of
study. It has more than 1500 students enrolled in the current academic year. The college regularly
organizes scholastic and co-scholastic activities for the sake of students and increases their enthusiasm for
study. Since the college is old, the different laboratories i.e.,the clinical psychology Lab, ICT Lab, and

museum are inside the campus, hence it can be easily accessible for the students.

Concept of ICT
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Information Communication Technology has depth concepts on both procedures and applications ways.
The procedures concept denotes the hardware, software, and its configuration while the application
denotes both hardware and software while the configuration and software largely do not exclude. Because

the application might possibly be done through guidelines, the hardware connections and software setting

could not be possible without domain knowledge.

According to Tech Target Search CIO, ICT is a huge term. It is the infrastructures and components that
enable modern computing. The components include hardware, transactions, communication technology,
data, internet access, cloud computing, and software. These components itself different disciplines that

the educationalist and learner can learn as per the requisites in enhancing the knowledge. The brief

utilization of ICT components in academic are elaborated in table no. 1.

Sr. No. | ICT Components Utilization in | Utilization in | Utilization in
Academic Teaching Learning
Organization

1. Hardware —  Computer, | In administrative | PPT — visualized | Most  of  the
Laptop & Mobile functions and | presentation, new | communication,

communications | learning, entertainment,
research, etc. and study
purpose.

2. Transaction —  Various | To purchase | To search for | Shopping,
shopping sites, Banking | educational new academic | Entertainment,
sites, E-learning platforms, | resources and | resources, accessing digital
etc., subscribe, academic groups, | libraries, and

blended teaching | etc. blended | electronic
teaching methods | courses.

3. Communication Technology | Exclusively  for | Transform  the | To get updated
communication information  for | information and
and to preserve | learners reciprocate  the
the data positive response.

4, Data Data and | To know the | To learn and be
information disciplinary used to
transfer update and | technology

techniques

5. Internet Access To collect | Utilization in | To learn, earn,
information from | Teaching know and
other divisions entertainment,

self-development
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6. Cloud Computing To preserve and | To preserve the | To preserve
transfer the Data | data and teaching material.
7. Software To operate the | Teaching Domain learners
organization and  extremely
automatically users can use it.
Objectives

The study had been conducted with the following objectives.
1. To identify the awareness about ICT for learning purposes among students.

2. To determine the agreement of students toward the utilization of ICT in exclusively teaching and
learning.

Reviews of Literature

AmaogeDorathy&EjikeUdeneilgwebuike (2016) research entitled “Assessment of Internet awareness and
use by the undergraduate students of college of agriculture and science education in Michael Okpara
university of agriculture umudike” with 360 samples of students. Here the researchers determine of high
impact of the internet on undergraduate students, they are mostly aware of different aspects of the
usability of the internet. They also identify the one glitch inthe power supplyand the requirement to

organize the training sessions and use of internet exclusively for academic purposes.

Bashir, Sakira, Khalid Mahmood & Shafique, Farzana (2008) conducted a study entitled “Internet use
among university students: A survey in the university of Punjab, Lahore” They collected the response
from 300 faculties from different disciplines i.e., social science, science, and technology & art &
humanities while 302 students from different program i.e., UG, PG & research. Here, the research
identified the more 8§ reasons behind of use of the internet, where mostly assignment preparation was
caught. They also determined some appealing features of the internet i.e., easy work, timesaving,
searching tools, the authenticity of the information, internet graphics, etc., Muhmmad, Safdar, Khalid,
Mehmood, & Saima Qutab (2010) studied entitled “Internet use behavior and attitude of college students:
a survey of leadership colleges network” with 599 responses from students belonging to different
campuses of colleges. Here, researchers used different variables to measure the usability of the internet
i.e., frequency of use, place where the internet is available with the device, more than seven reasons for
using it, etc., and known from the results that most of the students are used the internet for academic and

entertainment purposes.

Methodology
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Here the descriptive qualitative methodology has been used to identify the awareness of the internet and
its uses among students of the S. K. Art and Hari Krishna College. The google form was used to develop

an online questionnaire instrument.

Questionnaire: It is classified into three sections i.e., primary information of users, basic awareness about
electronic devices and their related terminology, search engine, academic web application,
communication tools & techniques, and use of the internet in research, basic knowledge of Excel and

statistical analysis software i.e., SPSS, STATA.
Sampling:

College students are unique samples for this study. Here, researchers got a total of 150 responses from
various levels of studies of undergraduate, postgraduate, and Ph.D. out of registered students atthe
mentioned college. Since the college is offering various languages, history, and psychology while the

responses had come from the psychology discipline only.
Data Analysis & Interpretation:

Here, descriptive statistics had been used to find outs the percentage and statistical test value. The basic
Excel application of Microsoft word has been used for the same while data visualization in form of
attractive tables, pie charts, and bar charts.The uniqueness of this study is that researchers are elaborating
their inferences immediately after analysis of the responses. Hence connectivity of the purpose of

questions and responses would be visible.
Limitation:

The study is limited to awareness and usefulness of the internet in academic functionality i.e., teaching,
learning, and research. The practical task would be purely another research topic of the experimental

method. While the respondents’ samples had been collected from history and psychology disciplines. The

psychological and neuro elements also does not assess.
Here, researchers got a total of 127

Data Analysis, Interpretation, and Inferences: responses from the registered students

where 85% of students are pursuing
0 .

Educ undergraduate. 5% stu.dylng for. a

g master’s degree, 8% for higher education

- R (Ph.D.).The gender-wise respondents

Post

Graduate obtained 48% male (61 respondents)

- Undergraduate

prigenal Qualification

e = Post Graduate while 52% female (66 respondents)
m M. Phil
- Ph.D
- Inference:
Undergrad
uate Since the college is offering higher

108

8526

educational courses, the basic of ICT is
required to teach.
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Awareness of ICT tools & Techniques

ICT is an immense concept; its software and hardware are different concepts of the discipline. While
amidst higher education its application makes it much more friendly that can be used by all with proper
practice and understanding of the path, therefore authors had classified all responsesinto two partsof the
following:

Operating part of the electronic device

Here, researchers found the responses by knowing the knowledge of operating systems, electronic devices
i.e., mobile, laptops, desktops, some advanced tools i.e., projectors, digital cameras, photocopiers, tablets,
etc. Here all the respondents obtained positive answers. All are aware of operating systems, their
functions, and device according to relevant features. Hence, today’s learners are going to be more techno-
friendly, they are using electronic devices for smooth functioning.

Internet Usability

Here, researchers asked questions about working terminology for an electronic device, the name of
browsers, internet data transfer, teaching & Learning websites, various applications, drive space, file
extension, cascading, VPN, port sharing, computer language, and communication toolsi.e., Email box,
video calling app, e-learning app, CMS, other applications.

Terminology Browsers Communication Tool

*Web application *Google * Email

*Browser *Google Scholar * Vedio Calling Application
*CMS *Yahoo e Live Chat

*Cascading *Altavista * Advance Features of Inbox
*Networking * Bingo * cLearning device with
sclearning sInternet Explorer advance features

eServer * You Tube * E-Calander

eFile Extension * Other » Other Crative sites
*Data Transfer

e[nternet

*\/PN

*Port Sharing
eComputer Language

The highest respondents were 85% (108 learners) aware of the basic terminologies i.e., web application,
browser, internet, port sharing, and network, which are mentioned here. All respondents are aware of all
mentioned browsers mostly they are using Google. All respondents are aware of communication tools,
and they have Gmail addresses. All regularly use “Chat” inside Gmail as well as from separate
applications. Video calling applications namely Google Meet and MS Team were used during Covid 19
pandemic.
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It is revealed from the responses of 48% (61 respondents) that the undergraduate and master students
aren’t aware of some ICT terminology i.e. file extension, server, computer language, and the advanced
features of the internet which value add to research. All students at the college are accessing the internet
through mobile applications expected to research scholars, while 125 respondents (98% above) are
browsing Google search engine regularly.

Since the extremely mobile device usability is disseminating everywhere, users automatically understand
their advanced features and their processing, but the terminology is ticklish to keeps remember.
Sometimes the sentiment toward learning also affects the same.

Inferences

The electronic generation of students has easily learned the applications of devices. Therefore, they are
using it in teaching and learning relevant assignments also. Regular teaching assignments would inspire
them toward approaches to new techniques; it may well have its own contribution to making a digital
India.

ICT Tools & Techniques for Teaching, Learning & Research

The highest 92.1% of respondents (117) agreed that ICT can help to extant teaching, learning, and
research, while 7.9% of respondents (10) does not give their agreement. The TLR is a huge and depth
concept while the ICT may its assistance aid which needs equal enthusiasts is the prior condition of TLR,
therefore researchers asked the awareness about different aid, application, websites, specific application
for research i.e., SPSS, STAT includes their advance features, the following results come fronts.

Inference:
clg;':g:fm Video Several responses towards google and other
l . . .
71 ':[:3'"1%:]2 applications are showing the learners sentiment

(55.9%)

toward application of ICT in teaching. Hence, it
possible usage of ICT in college by teachers
and students both extremely high. The research
program i.e., SPSS, STAT and excel awareness
are showing less response in compare of other,
N STenm but it approximately same as number of

e 12 respondents of researcher i.e., M.Phil. & Ph.D.

(22.04%) (9.44%)

Awareness of Respondents towards TLR |

Use of ICT in Communication, Data Preservation, and Transfer:

It is revealed from the responses that all are using google mail for communication. 52 respondents 41%)
were aware of the features and facilities of the google email service. All use too to transfer the Internet

Data from one device to another through Bluetooth, and attachment, some formatting part i.e., changes
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the fonts, colors, etc. also. GoogleDrive also was used but unable to understand the impact of its TLR-
related facilities. All respondents agreed with the functions and importance of ICT tools in the TLR

process.

All respondents have more than one email address from different browsers preferably google, while 49
respondents (38%) are using Google Drive to preserve the data, and only 27 respondents (21.25%) are

aware of TLR-related features of electronic communication platforms.
Inference

The researcher inferred that the respondents who are aware of electronic communication, their features &
facilities relevant to TLR, and data preservation all should be the part of competency developed from the
practice. These respondents also access inboxes regularly while the documents should send from the

same. Hence, here practice is the most important factor.
Co-Relativity of the Internet and Research

The ICT era makes itself a laminate part of the research, therefore it could not separately crystalize.
Therefore, researchers had been asked about the role of ICT and its help in research by giving a few

options. The responses and their analyzed result are as follows.

UG G Research Total
PSTE. Particular N=108 N=T N=10 N=127

Yes No Yes No Yes | No | Yes No

{ To choose a research topic/Assignment topic 99 9 7 10 116 gl
% | 91.67 8.33 100 0 100 0 91.34 | 8.66

. | select Research method/Assignment style 107 1 5 2 10 88 39
% | 99.07 0.93 7143 | 2857 100 0 69.29 | 30.71

Tolprelpare the objectives of the study/Clinical Psychology experiment 50 2 4 3 6 4 90 37

3 | objective

% | 74.07 | 2593 | 57.14 | 42.86 60 40 | 70.87 | 28.13

i To prepare a data collection tool/questionnaire/quiz 69 39 ) 10 86 4
63.89 | 36.11 | 100.00 | 0.00 100 0 | 67.72 | 32.28

; To an analysis of data with specific software i.e., $PSS, Excel 70 38 7 10 88 39
% | 6481 | 35.19 | 100.00 [ 0.00 100 0 69.29 | 30.71

8 Data presentation/visualization/table form, pie chart, etc., 65 43 3 2 9 1 79 48
u, | 60.19 | 3981 7143 | 2857 90 10 | 62.20 | 37.80
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It is revealed from the above table that the highest number of undergraduate students agreed on
acceptance of co-relativity of the internet with the internet and research. While all research scholars have
an agreement on the usability of the internet in the entire research process, except for data presentation.
Hence, ICT is a laminate part of the research. The conducted study needs the ICT to be completed either

in the prior stage or at last.
Inference

The ICT role in research is dependent on the enthusiasm and competence of the researcher and/or learner.
It is a user-friendly tool & techniques can be easily understood in an application, hence, all six factors
mentioned here got more than 60% results in its favor. It shows the dimensions of ICT inside the college

campus and the interest of learners and researchers.
Role of Microsoft Excel in the learning of specific Research software

Since the development of Excel, it become a foundation of mathematical and statistical operations. It has
good featuresthat would help scholars to identify the result of statistical Tests i.e., Chi-square, T-Test,
central tendency, hypothetical values, etc. Here both the researcher has an experience in the applications
of Excel and the SPSS, STATA a research program, therefore here the opinion of respondents to be
obtained whether the Excel knowledge can help to increase the competency of specific software. It is
revealed from the primary data that 71.7% of respondents (91) including all PG and researchers gave

them agree in favor of excel, while remain respondents did not have a good experience.
Inference

Here researchers inferred that basic applications which come with operating systems need to do practice

in form of learning tasks, assignments, and any other.
Scope of the Study

This study had been conducted with specific limitations, which automatically become a scope of further
research. Here, researchers have felt the scope of study in different disciplines accordingly to different

variables as mentioned below.
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Psychology
Knowledge
ibi &
History WO rl d Ianlo:rzr:iton
Science
ICT
Other
Disciplines

Hence, ICT and its application can be considered the elementary discipline of the knowledge world, it
makes space inside remaining all subjects either as a part of the procedure, core subject, elective,

applications, standard, or anything. Hence, the study has a huge scope area for the research.
Suggestion

During this survey, both researchers got some experience from the conversation with the students which

explains in detail in the following.
Teaching & ICT

Here researchers are suggesting that the user-friendly web app needs to be used in the classroom. ICT can
be added to the course curriculum as a practical subject or may develop as a multidisciplinary subject that
may be offered as an elective. It can be a part of some of the assignments or internal evaluation, so both

the teachers and learners can be habitual to use ICT in education.
Learning & ICT

Today’s students are much familiar with electronic devices namely mobile, so, the same would be more
competent if it will regularly be used for learning purposes. Therefore, instead of waiting for the desktop

and laptop, the mobile can be used to teach them the use of ICT.
Research & ICT

Research is an emergent function for all academic organizations. It can be grown the organization and
expand the branch of the foundation discipline of the organization. Today the research could not be
complete without ICT. It can help in the entire research process as well as in identifying the plagiarism

text within the research write-up. Therefore, ICT knowledge is required to be reaching out to their
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appropriate users specifically scholars. Hence, the college has a need to organize specific workshops for

the sake of scholars, and learners while increasing the quality of research.
Conclusion

Here researchers felt that the S.K. Art and Shri Krishna O M college has run for 60 years later, this
college gives their efforts to increase the education ratio of the Sabarkantha district. Now the college is
giving their contributions to being India digital by serving ICT facilities to the students. The college has
several registered students, and now the college is trying to reach out to the ICT facilities to a maximum
number of students. The college is offering psychology and history disciplines for the undergraduate up to
the research program. Hence this study may help to identify the population who is aware of the
technology, and interested in research, while they work for the college to expand digital India all over the

district.
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Introduction

Creation is one of the most perplexing images to be conceived by the human mind and
perceived by the senses. It has bemused philosophers for ages in both the West and East. Some
of the “answers” that satisfied Western thinkers were Creationism, Darwinism, and Naturalism,
amongst others. Likewise, on the Eastern end, various schools had various answers for the what,
how and why of Creation. What follows is an attempt to analyze the question and a prospective
solution from a specific perspective. The Vedanta school of philosophy of the Indian
subcontinent has existed and developed for many years and consists of different schools of
thought, with the most recent one being the Svaminarayana school or Aksara-Purusottama
Darsana. I explain the position of the Aksara-Purusottama Dar$ana within the world of Vedanta
and how this philosophy understands Creation. This exploration is based on the Brahmasiitras.
Chapter (adhyaya) 2, Section (pada) 3 of this profound text evaluates this same topic through an
investigation that spans various adhikaranas (sub-sections). The objective behind bringing this
philosophical question into conversation with this text is to suggest that Aksara-Purusottama
Darsana ideally fits the parameters of the Prasthanatrayi. I begin with the place of this
philosophy in the Vedanta school, and in particular, the role of Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman

within it.

Astika dar$anas accept the authority of the Vedas, with the Mimarnsa school and Vedanta
school moreover directly relying on the words of the Vedas, though with a difference in
emphasis: on rituals and philosophical doctrines, respectively. Samkhya, Yoga, Nyaya, and
Vaisesika develop their thought on independent grounds that root back to the Vedas. The
Vedanta school, like all others, attempts to provide solutions for the challenging questions of life

and humanity. The Uttara Mimamsa (post-Mimamsa), or Vedanta, saw many sub-branches

"I have not italicized the Sanskrit words, texts, entities, but the references from the original texts. As this paper is based on

Sanskrit and Gujarati literature, it made it too cumbersome to read and comprehend.
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offspringing from its origins. Upon apprehending their meditations and contemplations, the
teachers of these different schools provided commentaries on the authoritative triad, known as
the Prasthanatrayi, or more simply, the Vedantic canon. The philosophies borne of great minds
included the Advaita Dar§ana of Sankara (788-820 CE), the Visistadvaita Darsana of Ramanuja
(1017-1137 CE), the Dvaita Darsana of Madhva (1238-1317 CE), the Dvaitadvaita Darana of
Nimbarka (14th century CE), the Suddhadvaita Daréana of Vallabha (1479-1531 CE), the
Acintyabhedabheda Darsana of Caitanya (1486-1534 CE), and others. The legacy of providing
the world with a novel interpretation of the texts comprising the Vedantic canon, however, had
ceased until recently. Honoring this tradition, a novel commentary has been completed arising
from the teachings of Parabrahman Svaminarayana Bhagavan (1781-1830 CE); the
commentaries are thus called the Svaminarayana commentaries. The primary source text
comprising the teachings of Parabrahman Svaminarayana is the Vacanamrta. It is a compilation
of the discourses from the years 1819 to 1829. Another text of high importance in the tradition is
the Svamini Vato, a compiled-discourse text in which the profound but simply expressed talks of
his choicest devotee and the manifestation of Aksarabrahman, Gunatitananda Svami are
collected. These two texts are expounded upon by the continuing lineage of divine,
Aksarabrahman gurus — Bhagataji Maharaja (1829-1897), Sastriji Maharaja (1865-1951), Yogiji
Maharaja (1892-1971), Pramukha Svami Maharaja (1921-2016), and currently, Mahanta Svami
Maharaja (b. 1933). Bhadresadasa Svami (b. 1966) of BAPS, drawing from these texts, authored

b

a set of new Sanskrit commentaries under the title “Svaminarayana-Bhasyam,” a literary but
monumental Vedantic creation of contemporary times. This creation, in the latter half of the first
decade of the 21st century, on the Prasthanatrayi illustrates the “Aksarapurusottamadarsanam,”
the philosophy of Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman. This is the same set of texts that I employ to

understand the Brahmasiitras for this paper.

Prasthanatrayi, as its compound name suggests, consists of three texts — the Upanisads,
the G1ta, and the Brahmasitras. The word “prasthana” means ways or paths, and the latter word
“trayi’ means three. The three prasthana referred to by the name are srutiprasthana,
smrtiprasthana, and tarkaprasthana. Brahmasiitras, as do the other two, strive to explore

ceen —

of Brahman(s) (should be taken up). This exploration of Brahmans resonates with that of the
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Aksara-Purusottama Darsana; therefore, bringing these two thoughts together promises to be
fruitful. I first introduce the fundamental, eternal entities of philosophy and then the

proctological process.
Aksara-Purusottama Darsana: Metaphysical quintet

Firstly, the school believes in five (hence, the word ‘quintet’ in the sub-topic) eternally
distinct and forever existing entities — jivas, 1§varas, maya, Aksarabrahman, and Parabrahman.

Bhagavan Swaminarayan mentions them vividly in his discourses — G. 1 07,
and G. III 10,

- Jivas (Individual souls) are different from Parabrahman, Aksarabrahman, and i$varas.
They are eternal, sentient entities, individually infinite in the count, subtle like an atom,
possessing qualities like indivisibility, immortality, etc. They are, moreover, a form of
knowledge and a knower, but bound by maya while being a doer of good and bad actions
while being in a body until, of course, liberation can release them from the cycle of births
and deaths. While in samsara, each jiva experiences the respective consequences of their
past and present actions.

- I$varas (Empowered beings) are different from Parabrahman, Aksarabrahman, and jivas.
They are incredibly powerless compared to Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman, while they
are more powerful and knowledgeable than jivas. Parabrahman inspires these entities to
create and engage in other such processes pertaining to each of the infinite universes.
They are eternal, sentient entities, infinite in the count, subtle like an atom, possessing
qualities like indivisibility, immortality, etc., a manifestation of knowledge, beholders of

knowledge. But, like jivas, they are, until liberation, bound by maya while being a doer of

% The Vacanamrta (text) is divided into sections based on the villages a discourse was delivered. The individual discourse, also
called a Vacanamrta starts with an introductory paragraph laying down all details of the area, audience, attire of Bhagavan
Swaminarayan, and most importantly, date, time and place of the specific discourse. Gadhada (G), Sarangapura (S), Kariyant (K),
Loya (L), Panchala (P), Vadatala (V), and Ahmedabad (A). Also, the Gadhada section is divided into further three sections -
Gadhada Prathama (the “first” section, or G. I), Gadhada Madhya (the “middle” section, or G. II) and Gadhada Antya (the “last”
section, or G. III). Moreover, the verbatim compilers, some senior monastics of the order — Muktananda Svami, Gopalananda
Svami, Nityananda Svami, Sukananda Svami, and sometimes, Brahmananda Svami — of these discourses titled the teachings for

further clarification.
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good and bad actions in a body and experiencing respective consequences of the actions.
Pradhanapurusa, Virat, the deities of the senses (indriyas) and inner faculties
(antahkaranas), and other deities fall under this ontological category, and, thus, are
inherently distinct from each other.

- Maya (Darkness; Ignorance; Primordial Material’)is composed of the three gunas —
sattva, rajas, and tamas, forever changing, insentient, the raw material for the Creation
composed of infinite universes, the power of Parabrahman, and mysterious. Moreover,
maya is the cause of bounds of I-ness and my-ness, and thus, the reason for endless
cycles of births and death. On the other hand, Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman are
forever beyond maya, unbound, unscathed, and the beholder of maya.

- Aksarabrahman is distinct from jivas, 1§varas, and Parabrahman, while being sentient,
eternally beyond maya, singular, and eternal like Parabrahman. It is full of divine
characteristics and devoid of all ones from maya, forever without flaws.
Aksarabrahman’s all qualities, form, and divine virtues only depend on Parabrahman.
Due to Parabrahman’s eternal wish, Aksarabrahman is the reason and support for,
pervading, controller of, and beholder of all creation. Aksarabrahman has four forms: one
of them is the divine abode — Aksaradhaman in which Parabrahman resides, and the
sevaka form of Aksarabrahman, along with the infinite liberated jivas and 1§varas, reside;
the second one is, as noted, the choicest personal attendant in the divine abode,
Aksaradhaman, being an ideal for all muktas there; the third form is Cidakasa — one that
pervades and supports all creation, in addition, and due to Parabrahman’s eternal wish;
and the final form is manifest in the world, guiding us through life and the beyond,
liberating us from maya and offering us a place in Aksaradhaman. This form forever
continues the legacy of the presence of Parabrahman among us.

- Parabrahman (Higher Brahman) is the highest supreme reality in the Aksara-
Purusottama Dars$ana, being the support of Aksarabrahman, all jivas and 1$varas, and
maya. This supreme entity, forever with a human-like form, beyond maya, is a sentient
entity also known by other appellations like Purusottama and infinite others. Residing in
Aksaradhaman while supporting and pervading all creation and entities

inside,Parabrahman is infinitely more powerful than all entities combined, the bestower

3Seelntroduction to Swaminarayan Hindu Theology, pp. 245
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of karmic consequences for all jivas and 1$varas, and also the provider of their ability to
think, know and act. Reaching and offering devotion to Parabrahman is the ultimate goal
for all jivas and 1§varas, and thus, Parabrahman manifests in a human-like form in the
world — which is a direct testament to Parabrahman’s benevolence. The manifest form of
Parabrahman is Bhagavan Svaminarayana, or Sahajananda Svami Maharaja (1781-1829),
who is the cause of all avataras — who inherently are distinct from each other and

Parabrahman itself.

These are some fundamental facts about the five eternal, ontologically, and inherently
distinct entities that form the foundation of the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana. The final aim for
all jivas and 1$varas in Svaminarayana school (or Aksara-Purusottama Darsana) is to attain
Parabrahman. In order to do so, an aspirant must associate with the Satpurusa, the manifest form
of Aksarabrahman and the eternal beholder of Parabrahman, through the mind (mana), words
(vacana) and actions (karma), contemplating oneself to be Aksarabrahman; and thus, becoming
like Aksarabrahman, namely, Aksararipa. With this understanding of the Svaminarayana

school, we can move to the central part of this paper.
Aksara-Purusottama Darsana: Creation

What is the Creation process for the Svaminarayana school or Aksara-Purusottama
Darsana? After the final dissolution (atyantika pralaya), maya with all her potency lies dormant
in Aksarabrahman. Parabrahman then, upon wishing for Creation, instructs Aksarabrahman
merely through a glance which conveys the wish, and Aksarabrahman likewise instructs one of
the infinite muktas residing in Aksaradhaman. Without losing its supremely attained spiritual
state, the mukta or purusa connects with maya or prakrti, and the pair are then called
prakrtipurusa. However, this disturbs the equilibrium of the three gunas — sattva, rajas, and
tamas that comprise maya. Thus, an infinite number of effective lower-level forms of maya
called pradhanaprakrti are formed. With each of the infinite pradhdanaprakrti, a sentient isvara
conjoins; from each of these unions materializes unlimited pairs of pradhanapurusa
(pradhanaprakrti+isvara). From each pradhanapurusa, a universe (brahmanda) is created; thus,
there is an infinite universes’ existence at any given time. In the genesis of each universe, the
first entity to arise, is the mahattattva. This element is considered the cosmic version of citta and

holds the creation in its womb. From mahattattva, as the essential material — the three gunas
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(morbid elements or properties) — sattva, rajas, and tamas that can be roughly translated as the
qualities of goodness, passion, and ignorance, respectively, evolve. These properties are
understood to be the cosmic ego (ahamkara). From each of these egoistic properties, the
following entities come into existence — from the Sattvika Ahamkara, the cosmic mind (mana),
and the presiding deities of indriyas (senses — both inner and outer); from the
RajasikaAhamkara, the ten senses (not the organs), cosmic buddhi (intellect), and prandas — the
various life breaths; and from the last tamasikaahamkara, subtle base elements, called the
tanmadtras, evolve with their corresponding gross elements (mahabhiita-s), common to each and
everything that subsequently evolves. These tanmatras and their corelative gross elements are
five in number and are connected in the following way. First, the sabda tanmatra evolves, and
from it evolves the akasa (space, void, ether). Employing akdsa as the gross raw material, the

sparsa tanmatrd (touch) evolves.

The element corresponding to the sparsa tammatra develops into vayu (air). Thus,
following the same order, elements come into existence. The creation process of each of the

tanmatras (in rectangular boxes) and mahabhiitas (in oval shape) are shown in tabular format.

All consequent components come together to form Virat, whose cosmical gross body is

the universe. Following Parabrahman’s wish, Vairaja

Alasa — an 1$vara enters the Virat body. Thus, the Virat is

Sabda{sound) P (space)

also known as Vairaja-purusa. Brahma, Visnu, and

A

Siva originate from the belly button, heart, and
Sparia(touch) =

0

forehead of the Virat, respectively. From Brahma,

A

Marici; from Marici, Kasyapa and other prajapatis
Rapa(sight,
form)

Tejas (fire,

light) partake and uphold their roles as procreators and

v protectors of all fourteen realms of the universe. From

Rasa(taste) >

0

\d

Gandha(smell,
odor)

Prithwi
{earth)

Debates from the Brahmasiitras 2.3

JUNE-2022,

these prajapatis, all lifeforms — from single-celled
organisms to all of the plant and animal kingdoms —
evolve. All of this happens because of the divine

inspiration of Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman.
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The Brahmasiitras’ second chapter is about resolving philosophical conflicts with other
philosophies. In the third section of this chapter is debated the creation of elements and to which
entity or entities it should be attributed — referring back to the second aphorism of the text. The
second siitra reads “janmdadyasya yatah” - [(Brahmans are that) from which the creation etc.
(creation, sustenance, and dissolution) of this (Creation happen)]. To refute this sitra, the
opposing point of view, in the third section of the second chapter, argues that Aksarabrahman
and Parabrahman could not be the reason for the origin of Creation. To put this point forth, the
objector brings up a dispute assuming that akasa and other elements are eternal and constant.
Badarayana confronts this idea by saying “asti tu” (Brahmasutras 2.3.2) [But there is (in Sruti
description of causation of dkasa and other following entities)], namely, that there are srutis
available to demonstrate the idea that akdsa and other entities were created. For instance,
“tasmadva etasmad datmana akasah sambhitah” (Taitirtya Upanisad 2.1.1) [] and
“etasmajjayateprano manah sarvendriyanica; kham vayurjyotirapah ...” (Mundaka Upanisad

2.1.3)[].

The objector argues in response that if @kasa and others indeed possess a starting point
and, thus, are caused and not eternal, they are, even so, not caused by Aksarabrahman and
Parabrahman, and are caused by the entity that immediately precedes them. This argument is
presented in the Tejodhikarana. The sutras are “tejo ‘tastatha hyaha” (Brahmasutras 2.3.10)
[fire/light (is created) from this (akasa), thus says (sruti)], “apah” (Brahmasutras 2.3.11) [water
(is created from fire/light)], and “prthivi” (Brahmasutras 2.3.12) [the earth (is created from
water)]. Vyasa confronts this idea saying: “tadabhidhyanadeva tu tallingat sah” (Brahmasutras
2.3.14) [ But on account of those (indicating) features of their sarnkalpa (intention), he (atman is
the creator)]. Here, the word “atman” does not mean an individual soul or any other entity; it
means what is referred to in the Chandogya Upanisad 6.8.7 mantra. The mantra reads as “sa ya
eso ‘nimaitadatmyamidam sarvam tat satyam sa atma’ [That is the subtlest knowledge of atman,
all of this (Creation) is true, such is arman (Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman, in this context)].
Here, the word atman refers to one that is said by the word sad, and thus, both Aksarabrahman
and Parabrahman. Both these divine entities pervade (anupravesa) in all the elements in
succession, and therefore, the process of creation progresses. This intentional pervasion into the

tattvas leads to Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman being the unobstructed creators. This type of
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abhidhyana is referred to in the srutis in the Upanisads; for instance, in the Chandogya Upanisad
(CU), “tadaiksat bahu syam prajayeyeti” (CU 6.2.3) [it saw (thought), let there be many, and

procreate].

The distinctive features mentioned in the sitra 2.3.14 are also relevant to reflect on. The
characteristics to “see” and, thus, inspire tattvas to procreate and proceed with the cycle of
creation are qualities only understood to be possessed by the sentient entities of the metaphysical
system. This condition naturally rules out fire/light, water, and air as possessing the ability to
create. Therefore, creation is only possible with the intentional participation of two divine
entities, Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman. With the following mantras and others, the Upanisads

demonstrate this idea.

“atmaivedamgra asit purusavidhah so’nviksya” (Brhadaranyaka Upanisad 1.4.1) [In the
beginning, there was only atman (Aksarabrahman and Parabrahman). He saw ...],

- “so’kamayata bahu syam prajayeyeti”’ (Taittirtya Upanisad 2.6.3) [He desired, let me be
many, and procreate],

- “tapsa ciyate brahma” (Mundaka Upanisad 1.1.8) [Aksarabrahman due to
(Parabrahman’s) wish, joins (in the Creation process)], and

- “yah sarvajiiah sarvavidyasya jianamayam tapah | tasmadetadbrahma nama
ripamannam ca jayate” (Mundaka Upanisad 1.1.9) [He (Aksarabrahman) is omniscient,
and knows all; his knowledge is intention; from this Brahman is borne all names, forms,

and food.]

These mantras come together to demonstrate the argument that Aksarabrahman and
Parabrahman are the creators of all Creation, and without their involvement, it cannot proceed to

fruition.
Conclusion

A consideration of this debate, even if briefly, and the many sub-debates it comprises, following
the main text of the Brahmasutras, leads to the conclusion that a novel contribution to the
Vedantic tradition is true to its roots. The explanation of each of the eternal entities accepted in

the Aksara-Purusottama Darsana is found in the Upanisads, Bhagavad Gita, and Brahmasiitras —
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the Prasthanatrayt; thus, the philosophy in accordance with the other sub-schools of Vedanta
founded by Sankaracarya, Ramanujacarya, and other great seers. Reflection on and attention to
processes such as Creation allows one to understand the similarities and differences in these

schools, thereby assisting one in establishing relations between them.
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